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For more see Illmar Tammelo, On the Logical Openness of Legal Orders, A Modal Analysis of Law with Special Reference to the Logical Status on Non 

Liquet in International Law, 8 American Journal of International Law 187 (1959) https://doi.org/10.2307/837458 and Helen Quane, Silence in 

International Law, British Yearbook of International Law, Volume 84, Issue 1, 2014, Pages 240–270, https://doi.org/10.1093/bybil/bru021
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Negative Treaty Obligation (“prohibition”)



Negative Treaty Obligations (“prohibitions”)



Negative Treaty Obligations (“prohibitions”)

Positive Obligation: “shall be used for… ”



Legally Binding Definitions: “This term means...”



Negative Treaty Obligations (“prohibitions”)



Positive (Mandatory) Obligations



Negative Obligation

“Negative assurance”
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Interesting Mix of

Negative Obligations 

and

Positive Obligations



●

●

Positive Obligations
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Positive Obligations



Not Legally Binding 🤷



Only found 3 instances of “should not” in the LTS Guidelines.

Positive Obligations, 

but not legally binding 🤷



https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/ga12296.doc.htm


Noting the need for all States to work together to reduce threats to space systems through 

the further development and implementation of norms, rules and principles of 

responsible behaviours with the aim of maintaining a peaceful, safe, stable, secure and 

sustainable outer space environment, which might, as appropriate and without prejudice, 

contribute to further consideration of legally binding instruments in this area.

https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/C.1/75/L.45/Rev.1


3. Expresses the desire that all Member States reach a common understanding of how 

best to act to reduce threats to space systems in order to maintain outer space as a 

peaceful, safe, stable and sustainable environment, free from an arms race and conflict, 

for the benefit of all, and consider establishing channels of direct communication for 

the management of perceptions of threat;



5. Encourages Member States to study existing and potential threats and security risks 

to space systems, including those arising from actions, activities or systems in outer space 

or on Earth, characterize actions and activities that could be considered responsible, 

irresponsible or threatening and their potential impact on international security, 

and share their ideas on the further development and implementation of norms, 

rules and principles of responsible behaviours and on the reduction of the risks of 

misunderstanding and miscalculations with respect to outer space;



6. Requests the Secretary-General, within existing resources, to seek the views of 

Member States on the issues referred to in the foregoing paragraph and to submit a 

substantive report, with an annex containing these views, to the General Assembly at 

its seventy-sixth session, for further discussion by Member States;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its seventy-sixth session, under the item 

entitled “Prevention of an arms race in outer space”, a sub-item entitled, “Reducing space 

threats through norms, rules and principles of responsible behaviours”.
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