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Setting the Scene

The Secure World Foundation focuses not only on keeping space sustainable, but 

also on maximizing the efficiency and effectiveness of using space for the benefit of 

humankind.

Space systems, including position, navigation and timing (PNT), Earth observation 

and telecommunications satellites, provide significant benefits in support of human 

and environmental security for a wide variety of human and environmental concerns.

examples: UNOSAT, COSPAS-SARSAT, UN-SPIDER, etc., 
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Challenges to Obtaining Maximum Benefit from Space Systems

The full utility of these important systems can be blunted by a variety of institutional, 

policy, educational, and social barriers. 

Consequently, the benefits from these systems do not always adequately reach 

decision makers or ordinary citizens when they need it most.
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What needs to be done? 

Goal: to improve the use of space systems for human benefits, and to develop 

collaborative measures to address shared challenges:

• Increase Awareness of Potential Benefits from Space Assets

• Facilitate Dialogue and International Cooperation

• Promote Ways to Increase the Effective Use of Space Assets
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Role of Civil Society (Academia, NGO’s, public, all stakeholders) to:

• educate itself on these opportunities,

• coordinate with interested others, 

• engage with stakeholders and decisionmakers, 

• execute capacity-building exercises (provide free knowledge and resources), and

• suggest approaches and solutions which accomplish the preceding goals.
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SWF’s upcoming publication: Handbook for New Actors in Space (2017; 150+ pages; hard 

copies and .pdf online; no cost)

http://swfound.org/handbook

Intended to reach two categories of new actors in space: 

• States developing national space policies and regulations; and 

• Start-up companies, universities, and other non-governmental entities beginning their first foray 

into space activities. 

The goal of the Handbook is to provide both groups with a broad overview of the fundamental 

principles, laws, norms, and best practices for peaceful, safe, and responsible activities in space.

http://swfound.org/handbook
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New Actors in Space 

Who are they? And, is the existing law sufficient?

Thank you!
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