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Space  Sustainability in LAC:  KEY ASPECTS 

• Diversity of Latin American and Caribbean  Region 

• Sustainability I: Space for Human and Environmental Security 

• Sustainability II : Equitable Access to Outer Space for NSFN and ESFN 

• Methodology of inclusion of non main space actors. 

• Global and regional space governance : the need of and holistic approach  
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The number of poor and indigent population is increasing, reaching in 2010, and 177 million persons. 
During the period 1970-2010, floods and storms accounted for almost 70% of natural disasters, which 
lead to 467,000 deaths and an average of 4.5 million persons were affected.   

I. Sustainability :Space for Human and Enviromental Security /Latin America Major Challanges  



INTERNATIONAL ASTRONAUTICAL FEDERATION 

Regional Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (IAF-
GRULAC) 

IPCC predicts that the number of people experiencing water shortages in the Latin American region will 
range between 12 million and 81 million in 2025, probably reaching between 79 million and 178 million 
persons in 2055. 
 

Losses from Natural Disasters 
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Climate Change 



One of the first measures to react to the problems occurring in Latin American Region is the development 
and reinforcement of national/regional policies, innovation, science and technology and among them 
space related technologies for growth stimulation and sustainability achievement. 
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2.Sustainability on Space garanties Sustainability on Earth  

• Health services improvement – provide health assistance to less populated areas 
(telemedicine) or a more efficient management of medical resources can be performed.  

• Early warning and surveillance system, capable of identifying risk factors for disease 
and decrease epidemics.  

Need of a Regional Plataform On Enviromental Data  
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3. Proposals 

Establishing a regional strategy for the definition of an intelligence platform for 
environmental space data. 

 Process intend to the adoption of an Inter-American Convention on Space Data for the 
Environment and Climate Change, which reflects main  hemispherical cooperation, should be 
undertaken.   

 This instrument would contribute to achieve efficiency on global and regional governance, 
creating the first regional public asset on space issues. 

A 
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3. Proposals 

Identify how space technologies can contribute to the implementation of the 
mandates arising from the Sixth Summit of the Americas 

The mandates arising from the Sixth Summit of the Americas held in Cartagena, in April 14, 2012 
are:: 

i. Integration of Physical Infrastructure in the Americas; 

ii.Poverty, Inequality and inequity; 

iii. Citizen Security and transnational organized Crime; 

iv. Disaster risk reduction and Management; 

v. Access and use of information and Communications Technologies. 

B 
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prevenir muertes.  
 

  

II:. Sustainability for Non-Space Faring Nations = Equitable Access to Outer- Space  

How to preserve the rational uses of the GEO considering that is a limit 
natural resource  on the verge of saturation, aggravated by the increased 
amount of space debris?  ( generated by SFN which posses the immense 
majority of the present actives civilian and military satellites?) New comers 
faced “fait accompli” 
Equitable access to the orbit spectrum for NSN and ESFN is fundamental. 
Application of UN resolution 55/122 of December 2000 as a result of more 
interaction between COPUOS and ITU.  
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4. Conclusions I  

• Although Latin America has made important contributions to the promotion of the UN space 

legal principles, the region still has much to learn about space science and technology 

capabilities. Main focus on the inter-dependence between sustainability in Space and Earth. 

International cooperation is fundamental.   

• Equitable access to space remain a key objective for the region for a long term sustainability on 

their space activities.  The role that well designed space agencies play in the sustainable and 

inclusive growth of the region is crucial.  Space Conference of the Americas has made a 

significant contribution for the development of a forum to the conciliation of a regional space 

policy, a critical area that tends to be neglected on the hemisphere’s political agenda.   

 



• Space development should be understood as a persistent process of systematic change that, if 

successful, allows the incorporation of a growing technological into the greatest challenges of 

the global and regional agenda.  

• The regional governance capacity on space issues and therefore its contribution to the 

multilateral framework of sustainability of space activities, discussed at the UN COPUOS 

depends on their impact  of regional socio-economic situation. 
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4. Conclusions II  

• Main challenges: holistic approach versus proliferation of competing  initiatives 

• A more integrated approach to the space issues is necessary 

• The need for the UN to lead a global approach  has never been so important  

• Preserving International cooperation under strong commercialization of space 

• Supporting the US proposal cosponsored by China, Ecuador, Japan, Peru, Saudi 

Arabia to review  the international mechanisms for cooperation in the peaceful 

exploration and use of outer space.   
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METHODOLOGIES : NON SPACE ACTORS PARTICIPATION 

• CONSENSUAL AND  INCLUSION CONSULTATION PROCESS.   

• IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR DEGREE OF THE ECONOMICAL OR SCIENTIFIC 

DEVELOPPEMENT  

• INCLUSSION OF NEW ACTORS,  NON GOVERNAMENTAL ORGANISATIONS, PRIVATE 

SECTORS, ACADEMIA .   
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